
Africa from Stages 6 to 2 
Population Dynamics and Palaeoenvironments 

 
2nd – 4th July 2010 

McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research 
University of Cambridge 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Coasts Deserts Highlands    Savannas     Rainforests 
 
 
 
Africa during Marine Isotope Stages (MIS) 6 to 2 witnessed the biological development and 
behavioural florescence of our species. However, reconstruction of the demographic 
processes – modern human population sizes, distributions and movements – that occurred 
within and across Africa during this critical period are issues that are consistently under-
addressed. This is surprising given that modern human population dynamics, which 
involved multiple population expansions, dispersals, adaptations, contractions, isolations 
and extinctions, played a central role in our species’ evolutionary trajectory. This conference 
aims to make a first attempt to examine palaeodemographic processes within Africa from 
our species’ evolution to the Holocene.  
 
 
2nd - 4th July 2010 
McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, University of Cambridge 
A welcome reception will be held on 2nd July. Presentations and discussions will take place 
on 3rd and 4th July. 
 
 
Conference Organisers: 
Dr Brian Stewart  (bas29@cam.ac.uk) 
Dr Sacha Jones  (scj23@cam.ac.uk) 
McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research 
 
Conference email:  africa6to2@gmail.com 
 
 

The conference is funded by the DM McDonald Grants and Awards Fund.   
The conference is sponsored by the Centre of African Studies at the University of Cambridge. 
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Conference Themes & Objectives 
 
 
The conference aims to explore pan-continental Middle Stone Age (MSA) and early Later 
Stone Age (LSA) population dynamics in Africa during Marine Isotope Stages (MIS) 6-2 
(~190-12 ka) by integrating archaeological, palaeoenvironmental, palaeontological and 
genetic data. This is a first attempt to explore the potential of using diverse African datasets 
to reconstruct spatio-temporal population histories during MIS 6-2.  The conference will (1) 
examine the impact of this glacial-interglacial-glacial cycle on human group sizes, 
movements and distributions throughout Africa; (2) investigate the macro- and micro-
evolutionary processes underpinning our species’ anatomical and behavioural evolution; (3) 
make an initial assessment of the state of the relevant data for addressing these issues and; 
(4) set an agenda whereby Africa can benefit from, and eventually contribute to, the 
increasingly sophisticated theoretical and methodological palaeodemographic frameworks 
developed on other continents.  
 
Key questions at the core of the conference’s agenda include: how did palaeoclimatic change 
during MIS 6-2 shape African environments and what impact did these changes have on 
hominin habitats? What are the spatio-temporal patterns of human occupation, technology, 
behaviour and biology within Africa during this period and how do these patterns vary 
according to biome? What can and do we know about fundamental issues such as African 
modern human group sizes, densities, compositions and movements during MIS 6-2? 
 
To address these issues, experts working in ecologically comparable zones (biomes) across 
Africa – coasts, rainforests, deserts, savannas/mixed woodlands and highlands – are being 
brought together. The scope of the workshop is pan-continental not because we expect to pin 
down population dynamics on this grand scale, but rather since this will help: (1) encourage 
a more balanced geographical coverage than is typical in MSA/early LSA research (wherein 
East and southern Africa are focal points); (2) facilitate trans-continental comparisons in 
order to evaluate the current status of the data and; (3) foster discourse amongst and 
between researchers working in different regions and biomes of Africa in order to highlight 
diversity and parallels in late Pleistocene human adaptations. The conference is thus 
organised according to the biome in which the research takes place, rather than according to 
a specific region or time period.  
 
 
 
Registration 
 
The conference fee is £25. Pre-booking is essential as spaces are limited. Please email Sacha 
Jones (scj23@cam.ac.uk) first to secure a place before sending your registration form and 
payment.   
 
 
Participants (other than speakers) will need to arrange their own accommodation, and are 
advised to consult the following websites where details of hotels, B&Bs etc may be found. 
www.cambridgeonline.co.uk 
www.yha.org.uk/find-accommodation/east-of-england/hostels/cambridge/index.aspx 
www.visitcambridge.org/VisitCambridge/WhereToStay.aspx 
www.cambridgerooms.co.uk/ 
 
The conference will be hosted by the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research on the 
Downing Site. Any email inquiries can be sent to Sacha Jones (scj23@cam.ac.uk) or Brian 
Stewart (bas29@cam.ac.uk).  
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Programme 
 
The full programme is under construction, but the following speakers will be presenting at 
the conference: 
 
Prof Nick Barton Institute of Archaeology, University of Oxford 
Dr Laura Basell School of Geography, University of Southampton 
Dr Steven Brandt Department of Anthropology, University of Florida 
Prof Alison Brooks Department of Anthropology, George Washington University 
Dr Andrew Carr Department of Geography, University of Leicester 
Dr Brian Chase Archaeology, History, Cultural Studies and Religion Institute, 

University of Bergen 
Prof Andrew Cohen Department of Geosciences, University of Arizona 
Dr Els Cornelissen Royal Museum for Central Africa, Belgium 
Dr Genevieve Dewar Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
Dr Nick Drake Department of Geography, Kings College London 
Dr Lydie Dupont Center for Marine Environmental Sciences, University of Bremen 
Dr Sacha Jones McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, University of 

Cambridge 
Dr Alex Mackay School of Archaeology and Anthropology, Australian National 

University 
Sir Paul Mellars Department of Archaeology, University of Cambridge 
Prof Peter Mitchell Institute of Archaeology, University of Oxford 
Prof Martin Richards Institute of Integrative & Comparative Biology, University of 

Leeds 
Prof Larry Robbins Department of Anthropology, Michigan State University 
Prof Judith Sealy Department of Archaeology, University of Cape Town 
Prof Steven Shennan Institute of Archaeology, University College London 
Dr Brian Stewart McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, University of 

Cambridge 
Prof Chris Stringer Natural History Museum, London, UK 
Dr Nicholas Taylor University of Liverpool, UK 
Prof Lyn Wadley Department of Archaeology, University of the Witwatersrand 
Prof John Yellen  National Science Foundation, USA  
 
 
 
For further details please visit http://www.mcdonald.cam.ac.uk/events  
or email africa6to2@gmail.com 
 


