
DOCTORAL STUDENTSHIP IN AFRICAN 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND MATERIAL CULTURE 

Sainsbury Research Unit - University of East Anglia 
 
Applications are invited for a full PhD studentship in African Archaeology and 
material culture, to be held at the Sainsbury Research Unit, University of East 
Anglia, UK under the supervision of Dr Anne Haour in connection with her European 
Research Council funded project Crossroads of Empires 
(http://www.sru.uea.ac.uk/research-crossroads.php). 
 
The studentship, tenable from September 2012 for a period of three years, will 
cover fees (Home/EU or International), living costs (along the lines set by UK 
Research Councils) and a contribution to fieldwork costs. 
 
The project Crossroads of Empires centres on the Niger River valley at the border of 
Bénin and Niger. It is concerned, broadly, with the material signature of the political 
entities of the central Sahel in the second millennium AD, and with the way in which 
studies of craft specialists active today (dyers, potters, smiths, weavers...) can shed 
light on how past political entities affected skills and fashions. Applications from 
students proposing to conduct research along these broad topics will be welcome, but 
candidates are asked to develop a specific application which will include 
 
– a 500-word statement of intent outlining how their proposed project falls within 

the remit and aims of Crossroads 
– – a research proposal – 1500 words maximum – explaining the key question to be 

considered, the methodology to be used. 
 
In preparing these documents candidates are encouraged to contact Dr Haour, 
a.haour@uea.ac.uk, for informal discussions on aims and directions. As a preliminary 
indication, the following areas of research, all with specific reference to the Niger 
Valley between Gao and Bussa, have been identified as key priorities for Crossroads: 
archaeological survey and test pitting along the Niger Valley; ethnographic studies of 
craft practices; trade and identity along the Niger River as seen in museum holdings; 
and oral and historical traditions relating to settlement and migration. 
 
As well as the two documents outlined above applications must also include a CV (not 
more than three pages) and the names and contact details (including email) of two 
referees who are currently available to provide references. All must be in English. 
These documents should be emailed, as a single file not more than 1 MB in size, to 
l.shayes@uea.ac.uk 
 
The deadline for receipt of applications is Monday 16 April 2012, 5 pm UK time.  


