
TRAINING WORKSHOP ON ROCK ENGRAVINGS RECORDING 
 

18th - 22nd October 2010 
Kimberley, South Africa 

 
We invite applications for a one week advanced training course in rock  engravings recording. 
This training workshop offers a one week training  course in recording techniques applied to 
rock engravings. It is directed  to graduate students and post-docs, museum staff and heritage  
practitioners, mainly from the Southern African Development Community  (SADC). The training 
workshop aims to spread advanced skills in the  recording of rock engravings sites.  
 
The workshop will comprise lectures, on site demonstrations, discussions  and practical 
exercises. It will provide an introduction to recording  techniques for rock art sites with 
engravings and it will give participants  the means to evaluate the techniques currently on offer 
and learn how they can be used in the study of rock art. The teaching by Southern African and  
French specialists will be both theoretical and practical, with fieldwork  in a nearby rock art 
site. The courses will focus on practical examples to  illustrate real issues that archaeologists 
and heritage practitioners face  and the methods and techniques to tackle these problems.   
 
The training sessions will be divided into: 
- Geomorphology and topography applied to rock art studies 
- Photography applied to the recording of engravings 
- Tracing techniques (direct and without contact) 
- Laser scanning recording 
- Technological studies and experimentation to assist recording 
- Archiving, publication, museum exhibitions 
 
Venue: 
The Wildebeest Kuil Rock Art Centre and the McGregor Museum (Kimberley,  Northern Cape, 
South Africa ). The rock art centre offers a venue for the  lectures and proximity to many rock 
art sites, some of which will be  visited during the course. Accommodations, with possibility to 
arrange full  
Catering, is available in Kimberley and its outskirts. 
 
Main organisers: 
- McGregor Museum (Kimberley, South Africa): Mr David Morris 
- Rock Art Research Institute (Johannesburg, South Africa): Dr Mélanie Duval 
- TRACES-UMR 5608 (Université de Toulouse 2, France): Dr Gilles Tosello 
- Centre National de Préhistoire (Périgueux, France): Dr Catherine Cretin, Dr Stéphane Hoerlé 
 



Eligibility: 
Applications are open to graduate students and post-docs, museum staff and  heritage 
practitioners working with rock art. Preference will be given to  South Africans for 10 of the 
20 places available on the course.  Applications from residents of SADC countries are strongly 
encouraged. 
 
Costs: 
For successful applicants there will be no fee to attend the workshop and  food and 
accommodation will be provided for the duration of the course.  Since food and accommodation 
will be provided, attendees will not be paid  daily allowances. 
 
Subsidies: 
A limited number of grants are available to support the travel costs of  those attending the 
workshop. These grants are to fund the purchase of a  return air ticket from your nearest 
airport to Kimberley Airport . Should  you require such a grant, please motivate when applying. 
 
Applications: 
Send via email to stephane[at]rockart.wits.ac.za or by fax to +33 (0) 553 095 587: 
- a brief CV with full contact details including an email address; 
- a one page letter explaining why the course will be useful for your work/research; 
- (when applicable) a letter of support from your current employer. 
 
Closing date for applications: 31st July 2010 
 
Scientific Committee: 
Prof. Jean-Jacques Delannoy (EDYTEM, France) 
Prof. Jean-Michel Geneste (Centre National de Préhistoire, France) 
Mr David Morris ( McGregor Museum , South Africa ) 
Dr Benjamin Smith (Rock Art Research Institute, South Africa ) 
Dr Gilles Tosello (TRACES, France) 
 
Context: 
The workshop is organised through GDRI-STAR, http://www.synchrotron-
soleil.fr/archaeology/Reseaux/GDRI-Star a South African - French  collaboration network 
gathering together teams of South African and French  researchers from backgrounds as 
diverse as archaeology, linguistic,  heritage conservation, materials science, and geosciences, 
with a common  interest in rock art. GDRI-STAR is jointly funded by the French CNRS and  the 
South African NRF. 
It is the vocation of GDRI-STAR to contribute to the spreading of  up-to-date techniques and 
methodologies in rock art studies and the  Kimberley workshop will be the third training 
workshop organised by  GDRI-STAR in its Training Workshops Series. 
 


